1 



' / 

1 1 




AFFIDAVIT 



ft 



s 



CITY OF WASHINGTON ) • ' • 

) ss 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA) ' ' • 

Sidney Sir.? son, upon oath, deposes and says as follows: 

That I air* 23 years old and reside at 2332 Chocuaw Avenue, 

Baton House, Louisiana. 

I have been acquainted with Edward Grady Partin for the pas*, 
sever, years. Burins the course of the trial of Janes R. Hof fa in 
Chattanoosa, Tennessee, daring the early part of 1964, Partin told so . 
that I v/as going to be subpoenaed as a witness and .to stay hidden. 

Partin told me this either before the trial started or alter tr.e trial 
.had started and while Partin v/as on a visit to Baton Rouge. After • 

Partin testified in the trial, I was served with a subpoena. I told 
Donice Bennett that I had been subpoenaed. Dcnice Bennett as an otxa- 
ciai of Local 5 of one Teamsters. After I had told Bennett of the sue- 
poena, I received a telephone call from Partin at the Local 5 union 
hall. Partin said to ir.a. "I told you to stay hidden and you '.'.ouj.cn .. 
have been subpoenaed." Partin gave me the name of an attorney to get 
in touch with when I got to Chattanooga. He also gave me the telephone 
number of ' the attorney. I do not recall the nano cf the attorney. 

I flew to Chattanooga and called the attorney from tne airport. 
The attorney told me to go to the Drake Motel. Vihen I went to the 
Drake Motel, I went to Partin's room. In' the room at the time were 
Partin ar.d two men v.'ho were either FBI men or redcral n**. shalj>. ?*.*..-*. 
introduced the men to me as Federal marshals. Also present were Emmett 
Tucker and 3obby Gurney, who are known to' me as friends of Partin. Later 
' a third person came into the room who was identified to mo as a marshal 
and told Partin that Earl Jones ar.d John' Burch were going to be sun- 
poenaed. Partin said, "'I'll fix that.” '.Partin got on the phone immedi- 
ately and called Local 5 in Baton Rouge. He told whoever ho talkea to 
to tell Jones and Burch to get hid, that they wore goingto go - sub- 
poenaed. The marshals wore present when he made the call. 
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j On the morning after I arrived in Chattanooga, I was in 

j 

Partin's room in the Drake Motel. Present were Emmett Tucker, Partin 
i and two deputy marshals. Partin instructed mo to talk to no ona. Ho 

i also instructed Tucker not to permit me to talk to anyone. Tucker and 

I went to the Clerk's office and told a woman in the office that I was 
) there in response to a subpoena. She went and got a man who I now know 

to be Y/illiam Eufalino. Bufalino approached me and attempted to ask me 
. some questions and Tucker then said, "All you have to do is tell them you 

, • are here with reference to tho subpoena." Bufalino asked Tucker if he 

: ' 'was my attorney and Tucker said, "No, I'm a friend of his." Bufalino 

said, "1 thought you were his lawyer." Bufalino asked me to sit down 
and wait until ho talked to the other lawyers so that he could see when 
• I would bo needed. I did not hear from' Bufalino after that. 

I know that Partin had been addicted to narcotics from some- 
time around 1330 until the latter part of 1933. Although I have known 
Partin since 1957, I became more, intimate with him around 1959. We 
would go on trips together, to Florida, Texas, Alabama, New Orleans, 
and other places. Sometime around 1S5S, Partin became friendly with ny 
aunt, Mildred Kelly, who then 'lived in Baton Rouge. My intimate rela- 
• tionship with Partin continued from 1959 through the Chattanooga trial 
in 1964. Sometime in 1959 I noticed that Partin had started to take 
i • pills which were called "bennies." These "bennies" seemed to pick Partin 

: -up and he would go three or four days without sleep. Partin would take 

i, '. two or three of these at a time. Partin -continued to use these "bennies" 

j • . . all during the period that X was acquainted with him. 

Sometime in 1960, ray aunt, Mildred Kelly, told me that Partin 
‘ was using dope. I had no actual knowledge of Partin's use of dope'^until 
j 1961. All during the period that X knew him, I noticed that Partin seemed 

. fresh all the time, that ho didn’t seem to need sleep, that ho could go 

: for days without sleep, and that he ate very little at timos. 
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In 1961 > Partin sh °t himself in an apartment on Nickerson 
Drive ln Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Partin called me and asked me to 
come over to his apartment. I went over and tried to get Partin to go 
to a hospital, but he wouldn't go. Finally, I took Partin to the Baton 

' R ° Uge GCnSral K ° SPital - AS 1 broached the hospital, Partin Jumped out 
of the car and ran from me. I couldn't find him. I called Ossie Brown, 
•a lawyer, and told him that Ed was shot and that he had run away from' 
mo at the hospital and I didn't know where he was. 

In the meantime, I learned that my brother, Jackie, had gone 
■ to Partin's apartment. After Partin left my automobile at the hospital, 
Partin went back to his ‘apartment and got into a car with 'my brother, ■ 

.a, .m later told me that he had gone to the apartment to get' .. 

the dope out of t H p , 

oPu, out toe city police v/ere there ‘and he 

had gotten into the car with my brother, Jackie. 

Jackie Simpson then took Partin to the home of Mrs. Crabtree, 
.who was then living on Cyrus Street in Baton Rouge. 

A ihen to ~ rs * Crabtree's house. Ossie Brown, * 
was there. Partin said he would not go^tp a doctor. X loft to- get 
. Partin’s brother, Doug:- Partin. Th^-I-rffeTT. Later I learned that 
Partin had been taken to Cur Lady of the Lake Hospital in Eaton Rouge. 

The next morning I went to the hospital. My wife was in the same 
hospital at the time. I stopped by Partin's room. Partin asked mo to 
» S ° t0 MS apartment and set the dope out of the apartment. It was 
strapped under a table. There were two "needles and two bottles. One ' 
of the bottles was half full of liquid. I threw the bottles in the lake 
at Our Lady of the Lake Hospital. I put the needles under the back seat 
of my mother-in-law's car, Mrs.'. Rena Mae Booth. X wont back to the 
hospital the same day and told Partin what I had done with the needles ! 
and Partin told me to get rid of the needles and I called my mother-in- ■ 
law, Mrs. Booth, and told her to get rid of them. 

Partin stayed in the hospital only a day or two. After ho 
left the hospital, ^ho rented a motel room and asked me to stay with him, ■ 
and to help him in getting up and getting around. I believe that the 

/t 
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namo of the motel was the Oak Manor Motel on Airline Highway in Baton 
Bouge. I stayed with him two or three days. While I was in the motel 
room v/ith him, I askod Partin why ho was taking the dope; whether it 
had been given to him by a doctor; and what the reason' was for his 
taking the dope. Partin would not tell me. X asked Partin what kind 
of dope it was he was using and Partin said if was heroin. I did not 
see him take any dope while I was in the motel room. 

lihen we were getting ready to leave the room, there was some 

soiled clotnes an the closet. X was packing Partin's clothes and I saw 

a bottle and a hypodermic needle under the soiled clothes. The bottle 
was about two and a half inches tall and a little better than half gone. 

During the time we were in the hotel room, Partin had several visitors, 

including Doug Partin, his brother, and Johnny Burch. While at the 
motel, I had to leave the room, on numerous occasions because my wife 
was still in the hospital. 



From 1353 to 1961, I had noticed small purplish marks on both 
ox Parian ' s arms running from the middle forearm up past the elbow, 
mey were isosu .y uu .uo iniiuo Ox Xuv arm in the area of i-a u elbow joint. 

I never asked him about these marks until he was in the motel room in 
19S1, after he had come out of the hospital. I asked him about the punc- 
ture marks on his arms. Partin said the marks were from the hypodermic 
needle. During this period, Partin would also break out periodically 
with something that looked to me like a rash over his arms and chest. X 
noticed this while v/e were in the motel room and asked Partin what it was. 
Partin replied that -it was the dope coming out of him. Partin alY/ays 
wore long-sleeved shirts even in the summertime and the marks were not 
seen unless he took his shirt off. 

Sometime in 1962, Partin told me that he had undergone an oner a- 
tion. Ke told me on one occasion that he had come to Washington and had 
operation. After this time, Partin had a scar which went all the way 
across his stomach from side to side, and also had a scar running 



across 



from 
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his chest down to the lower part of his stomach. After this operation, 

Martin began taking his dope directly into the scars on his stomach and 

S topped taking it in his aras. His aras cleared up and on occasion 

thereafter Partin would wear short-sleeved shirts. 

After the operation I went to see Partin who was in a motel 

in Sylacau S a, Alabama. I was in the bathroom of the room and I heard 

Partin groaning. I came out of the bathroom -,-a t> *• ' , 

iroom saw Partin lying on 

the bed, his eyes open but rolled back in hi - . „. , 

an nis aeac. His face and whole 

body were full of perspiration. On his S T-,~aa- 

Sto...acn was a hypodermic needle 

with the needle still sticking in the flesh - d „ , 

auc t ho chamber of t no needle 

laying on his stoaacn. I shoved the plun-~o~ mi 

1 ^11 tne way down, injecting 

all the fluid into a scar on Partin's sto— — t 

in a few minutes, he 

came to. X asked Partin what had cause J 

v “ pass out, but I do not 

remember what explanation he .gave. 

from 1961 to the latter part of lean r ^ 

* 1 - OJ , 1 frequently went away 

on trips with Partin. These occurred -‘-•■■-v 

occupied ...o or tr.roe times a month. Some- 
times we would stay in the same motel roo d 

*•» t ».«*g tune times we would not. 

During all this period, I saw puncture marks c - p. — . 

tin s stoisacn. They 

seemed to be needle marks. Thev were of c- 

* ' -e. e.it colors. Some would 

be pinkish,- some would be purplish, some d h , 

; ae swollen, and some 

would hardly show enough to be seen. 



Every place we went during this r 
with him a leather case about the size of a 
carried two needles and sometimes one botti- 
high and sometimes two bottles of the same s 
of the needles had a plunger and chamber ca 
long and the other had a plunger about ; 

X never actually saw him take dope after mi- 
continued to take these trips with Partia -- 
trial and until three or' four months ago. ~- 
briofease with him as late as three or four ; 
actually see the needles or the bottles in m 

and I cannot say -whether there were needles 
date. 



Led, Partin always carried 
-iefcase. In it, he always 
■bout two and a half inches 
:= containing fluid. One 
: about five or six inches 
two ana a half inches long, 
tension in Sylacauga. I 
1 after the Chattanooga 
tin always carried a 
ills ago, but I did not 
briefcase after late 1 Cm 12 
d bottles in it after that 
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After the Chattanooga trial, I was at the union hall and I 
asxed Parian whether he was still on the dope. Partin told me that the 
FBI had helped him get off the dope that he was on. 

During the period from about March until September, 1S62, I 
was an various jails in Louisiana for a period. of six months on a kid- 
napping charge arising out of domestic difficulties that I had with my 
wife. 

Sometime in September, 1952, I was transferred from the Donald- 
spnville Parish Jail to the Baton Rouge Parish Jail. I was placed in a 
cell with Partin. For the first few days, Partin acted sort of . brave, 
lhen when it was clear that he was not going to get out in a hurry, he 
became more excited and nervous. After I had been in the same ceil with 
Parkin lor aoout three days, Partin said, "I know a way to get out of 
he^e. mey want Koifa more than they want me." Partin told mo that he 
was going to get one of the deputies to get Bill Daniels. Bill Daniels 
is an ofxicer in the State of Louisiana. Partin said he wanted to talk 



to Daniels about Hoi 



3 artin said that he was going to talk to 



Captain adwards and ask him to get Daniels. A deputy, whose name is 

j / 

not known to me, came and took Partin from the cell. Partin remains'..'/ 
away for several hours. 

A few days later Partin was released from the jail. From the 
day when I first saw the deputy, until the date when Partin was released, 
^ >ai: * i *^** was out of the cell most of the day and sometimes part of the 
night. On one occasion Partin returned to- the cell and said, "It will 
take a few more days and we will have things straightened out, but don't 
worry." Partin was taken in and out of the cell frequently each day. 
Partin told mo during this time -that he was working with Daniels and the 
FBI ..o xrame Hof fa. On one occasion I asked Partin if he knew enough 
about Hoffa to be of any help to Daniels and the FBI, and Partin said, 

Iv doesn't make any difference. If I don't know it, I can fix it up." 
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T/hile wo wore in the cell, I asked Partin why he was doing 
this to Koffa. Partin replied:-. "What difference does it make? I 'a 
thinking about myself. Aren't you thinking about yourself? I don't 
give a damn about Hoff a." Partin told me that the FBI and Daniels were 
going to get the Federal kidnapping charge against him changed to a 
state charge and it would be dismissed later on, and that the 26 Federal 
charges against Partin were going to be dropped, if he would tell the 
story that the FBI and Daniels told him to tell. Partin did not tell 
me w.,u.„ ^j.,.d Oi s ^ory the FBI and Daniels wanted him to tell. Partin 
also told me that the FBI would help him on his charge in Alabama about 
killing the boy. 

Partin was being held on $50,000 bond in Louisiana.' Partin 
tola me that the bond was being dropped from $50,000 to $5,000, and the 
bona was dropped and Partin was released. I was being held under $34,000 
bond on the Federal charge of kidnapping and when Partin was released 
on $o, 000 bond, I asked him how come mine was not reduced. Partin told 
me some reason but I don’t remember why it was. The kidnapping charge 
against j/axtia and me was dismissed. 

A week after Partin was released, I was released on bond. 

After I was released, I had a conversation with Partin and Partin told 
me that the FBI wanted Koffa more than they wanted him and that was how 
he had gotten out of jail. This conversation occurred at the union hall. 
In this same conversation, Partin said that the FBI had told him to turn 
over the Simpson children to my wife, and that is how they got me out of 
jail on bond, and that later the charges would be dropped. While I was 
m jan, i sent a note to Ossie Brown. This was given to Partin by me. 

Partin delivered the note to Ossie Brown. This note directed 
Kenneth Sculley, who was a lawyer, ,to pick up the children and deliver 
them to one of the deputies. • ' . . ■ • 







Sometime around in March, 1SS2, when I was in -the 
Donaldsonville Parish Jail , William Hawk -Daniels, an investigator, 
came to me and wanted me to tell all X knew about Hoffa and Partin, 

S tr -“- tho *'° wo - 3 “ $25,000 reward and a $50,000 reward that 

would be paid. I told him that I didn't know anything about Koffa.. 

X also told him that I wouldn't tell him anything about cither ' 
Honda or Partin. 

Prom the time that I was released from jail in September, 
and „nrougn December, 1952, which was the period of the 
X_o..v_r_e trial, i a ad several conversations with Partin. X don't 
recall tne enact times of. the conversations or the exact words, 
out during both the Hashville and Chattanooga trials, Partin 
oragged to me that he was working with the Government to frame 



Alter tne trial in Chattanooga, Partin told me a hat the 
-•Hi haa written down what they wanted him to say in the Chattanoo; 

i and went over it with Partin several times so that he could 
remember the exact words. I don't recall the exact place of the 
conversation. Ho one else was present at the time. Partin also 

told me that the PBI had helped him get off the charges in Baton 
House- . 




our in g the Chattanooga trial, Bennett and Partin' s 
brother, Doug Partin, told me that Partin had called and ordered 
us to get rid of the records of Local 5 because a subpoena had 
been issued for them. X, Doug Partin, Bennett, Bunny Jones and 
Hoger Bargeron put the records into two cars, one was Bunny Jones' 
19ob red Pord C-alaxie and one' was Bargeron - s 1952 Chevrolet Xmpala. 
Donico Bennett was there at all times and helped bring the records 
0““ °~ ‘'" e - oca *- We ? ut the -' 1 ir - tho cars. The records filled 



records filled up 



tne trunk of Bunny Jones’ car and the rest was put in Hoger 3:.rger< 










Tl'.e I' sc 



ores were kept nxceer 



-sc then they were trouper aac.. 
During the time that I '- vn - s 



the two cars for sevoro.x 



to the aocoi. 



the Drake Hotel in 



Chattanooga, -trt: 



Partin told me that Hiidrcd Kelly, Tty aunt, 



so IColly, rty aur 



w2.Il max 



izc kept her hi coon ail — t. 



il. SO uO-LO 



Id se that Partin had tea 



-.rl her 



^ \j *j tv o u 



su or; o en a e a an a i n o 



was bo in 3 hidden by Par'cin and one r.iO.rs.n- >-s . 



During tne Co at "c an c o g a ui, 

in an office on the sane floor as 



the court roc 



U . S . Cou r o 
r, , Present 



Dre ~ arum t uob oy 



C-urney and several U. S. sars.K 



r.en. Partin told Gurney in the presence o- 
Frank Fitssimmons' head. One or tne aiarsao 



the son of a hi tch our- 



scIvgo , ant at v.'Ouid only heap — 



During the Chattancoj 



third floor oi tne u. o. wui« nou^v. 

v/ere. Present were Partin, his brozner , aoug fa. u.., ai ‘° 

-? our FBI men or marshals. Partin told nas browner, j-ou^, <-o O o 



out in tne nc.i 



sne* o 0 i,i 1 -* c . 1 o 



ter B lumens ti el , who was ws 



sstafy lor tne deaense, 



'to remember the pinball deaa ana -n?^ uc 



,ad better not testify." This conversation occurred - 

--- -hr- FBI men or marshals and they did nothing to proven 



hearing of the roi men or ma-s-u 
Bono- , a~rtin from leaving the roo: 



a. Doug Partin then !• 



A./] ' //■'> y-"/ " v 
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